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Commission Meeting  

Revised Agenda 
Commission Meetings are Open to the Public 

Visit our web site at www.wsgc.wa.gov 
 
 

 
Location of Meeting:          Date and Time of Meeting: 
Red Lion Hotel of Olympia         Thursday, March 8, 2007 
2300 Evergreen Park Drive         1:30 p.m. 
Olympia, WA (360) 943-4000 
 
 
Informal Study Group Sessions:   
 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   Charitable Nonprofit Study Session   
 11:00 a.m. – Noon Commercial Operators Study Session  
 
 
Public Meeting: 
Please note agenda items after 1:30 p.m. may be taken out of sequence at the discretion of the 
Chair. 
 
Staff Accomplishments:  Sharon Reese, 20-year state service recognition; Michael Moore, 10-year 
state service recognition. 
 
1. Agenda Review / Director's Report: 

a) Hearings on Proposed Rule Changes 
b) Legislative Update  Amy Hunter, Administrator 
 - Summary of 2007 Legislation 
 - SGA 9005 – Commissioner Bierbaum Confirmation 
 - SGA – Commissioner Rojecki Confirmation 

 Agency Request Legislation: 
 - House Bill 1218/Senate Bill 5376 – Commission Powers and Duties 
 - House Bill 1345/Senate Bill 5375 – Penalties for Underage Gamblers 
 - Substitute House Bill 1346 / Substitute Senate Bill 5374 – Barring List 
 Other Bills: 
 - House Bill 2127 – Internet Gambling Misdemeanor 
 - House Bill 2320 – Internet Gambling Misdemeanor 
 - Senate Bill 5055/House Bill 1706 – Removing Sunset Clause for Limited Waiver of 

Sovereign Immunity 
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 - House Bill 1243 – Internet Gambling Exemption 
 - House Bill 1257 – Legislative Approval of Compacts 
 - House Bill 1449/Senate Bill 5927 – Public Disclosure Exemption for Financial Statements 
 - Substitute House Bill 1477/Substitute Senate Bill 5558 – Regulating House-Banked Social 

Card Games/Zoning 
 - House Bill 1599/Senate Bill 5693 – Allowing Raffles by State Employees 

c) Correspondence 
 - Spokane Tribe Compact 
d) Monthly Update Reports: 

 - Administrative Case Update 
   - Seizure Update 
   - Congressional Update  

e) News Articles 
f) Annual Tribal Impacts and Charitable Contributions Report Julie Lies, Assistant Director 
 
 Comments from the Public 
 

2. New Licenses and Tribal Certifications:   David Trujillo, Assistant Director 
 
3. Default:  Melinda Froud, Staff Attorney 

Garbe’s Tavern, Chehalis, Pull-Tab Revocation 
 
4. Request for Summary Suspension:   Melinda Froud, Staff Attorney 

Fay H. Lee, Lynnwood, Card Room Employee 
 

Rules Up for Discussion 
 

5. Rules Simplification Project – Card Room Rules Beth Heston, Project Manager 
Filed 03/17/06 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #06-07-111.  Filed 12/04/06 as a 
Proposed Rule Making (CR-102) under WSR # 06-24-057 with a published date of 12/20/06. 

  
a) New Section WAC 230-15-065 
 Enforcement of card game rules of play. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 

b) New Section WAC 230-15-126 
 Cutting cards in center dealer dealt games. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 

c) New Section WAC 230-15-150 
 Selling and redeeming chips. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 

d) New Section WAC 230-15-275 
 Surveillance requirements for Class F card rooms. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
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e) New Section WAC 230-15-285 
 Camera and monitor requirements for closed circuit television systems. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 

f) New Section WAC 230-15-320 
 Surveillance room requirements for house-banked card game licensees. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 
g) New Section WAC 230-15-400 
 Accounting for player-supported jackpot funds. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 

h) New Section WAC 230-15-430 
Internal control requirements. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 

i) New Section WAC 230-15-475 
Tips from players and patrons to card room employees. 

 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 
6. Rules Simplification Project–Charitable/Nonprofit Rules Beth Heston, Project Manager 

Filed 05/18/06 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #06-11-109. Filed 2/12/07 as a 
Proposed Rule Making (CR-102) under WSR # 07-05-017 with a published date of 03/07/07. 

  
a) New Chapter WAC 230-07 

Charitable and nonprofit rules. 
 This chapter won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 
7. Rules Simplification Project – Bingo Rules Beth Heston, Project Manager 

Filed 03/17/06 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #06-07-110. Filed 2/12/07 as a 
Proposed Rule Making (CR-102) under WSR # 07-05-018 with a published date of 03/07/07. 

  
a) New Chapter WAC 230-10 

Bingo rules. 
 This chapter won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 

 
8. Other Business/General Discussion/Comments from the Public 
  
 
Executive Session to Discuss Pending Investigations, Tribal Negotiations & Litigation; and 
Adjournment 

 
 

Upon advance request, the Commission will pursue reasonable accommodations to enable persons with disabilities to attend Commission meetings.  
Questions or comments pertaining to the agenda and requests for special accommodations should be directed to Shirley Corbett, Executive Assistant at 
(360) 486-3447 or TDD (360) 486-3637.  Questions or comments pertaining to rule changes should be directed to Susan Arland, Rules Coordinator 
and Public Information Officer at (360) 486-3466. 
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9. Proposed Amendment to Tribal – State Class III Gaming Compacts. 

 
 

10. Approval of Minutes:   February 8-9, 2007, Commission meeting. 
 
 

Rules Up for Final Action 
 
11. Rules Simplification Project – Card Rooms Beth Heston, Project Manager 

Filed 03/17/06 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #06-07-111. Filed 12/04/06 as a 
Proposed Rule Making (CR-102) under WSR # 06-24-061 with a published date of 12/20/06. 

  
a) New Section WAC 230-15-319 

Retaining video recordings. 
 This rule won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 

 
12. Rules Simplification Project – Card Rooms Beth Heston, Project Manager 

Filed 03/17/06 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #06-07-111.  Filed 12/04/06 as a 
Proposed Rule Making (CR-102) under WSR # 06-24-057 with a published date of 12/20/06. 

  
a) New Chapter 230-15 
 Card room rules. 

 This chapter won’t become effective until 01-01-08. 
 

 
13. Petition for Rule Change – Increasing Poker Wagering Limits from $25 to $40    

Location of Meeting: 
Red Lion Hotel of Olympia 
2300 Evergreen Park Drive 
Olympia, WA  (360) 943-4000 
 

Date and Time of Meeting: 
Friday, March 9, 2007 

 9:00 a.m.  (Please Note Early Start 
                 Time) 
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Filed 12-01-06 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #06-24-052. Filed 1/22/07 as a 
Proposed Rule Making (CR-102) under WSR # 07-03-104 with a published date of 2/07/07. 

Mark Harris, Assistant Director 
a) Amendatory Section WAC 230-40-120 

 Wagering limits in card games. 
 
 

Rules Up for Discussion and Possible Filing 
 
14. Petition for Rule Change – Amusement Game Wagers and Prizes    

Filed 1/23/07 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #07-03-1052. 
Mark Harris, Assistant Director 

a) Amendatory Section WAC 230-20-685 
 Commercial amusement games – Wager and prize limitations. 
 
15. Petition for Rule Change – Card Games    

Filed 1-22-07 as a Pre-Proposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101) under WSR #07-03-129. 
Mark Harris, Assistant Director 

a) Amendatory Section WAC 230-40-010 
 Social card games – Rules of play – Types of card games authorized. 
 
16. Other Business/General Discussion/Comments from the Public/Adjournment 
 
 
 
Upon advance request, the Commission will pursue reasonable accommodations to enable persons with disabilities to attend Commission meetings.  
Questions or comments pertaining to the agenda and requests for special accommodations should be directed to Shirley Corbett, Executive Assistant 
at (360) 486-3447 or TDD (360) 486-3637.  Questions or comments pertaining to rule changes should be directed to Susan Arland, Rules 
Coordinator and Public Information Officer at (360) 486-3466. 



 

ITEM 13(a) on the March 9, 2007, Commission Meeting Agenda.          Statutory Authority 9.46.070 
 

Who proposed the rule change? 
Andrew Kimmerle, poker player. 

Proposed Change 
The petitioner requests that poker wagering limits be increased from $25 to $40. 
 

Attachments: 
Document titled “Arguments about the poker limit petition” which Max Faulkner handed to staff 
at the February 2007 Commission meeting (blue paper). 
Memo regarding the Legislative Record dated January 24, 2007. 
Letter from Mr. Kimmerlee dated January 31, 2007. 
Petition for Rule Change dated November 30, 2006. 
Proposed amendment to WAC 230-40-120. 
82 signatures from poker players supporting Mr. Kimmerle’s petition. 
RCW 9.46.010 
Minutes from the October 2005, and January 2006, Commission meetings (Blue paper). 

History of Rule 
The wagering limit for poker is $25.  Poker wagering limits were increased from $10 to $25 in May 2000. 
 
Currently, the total amount a player can wager in a poker game with five rounds is $500 per hand.  
Current rules allow a maximum of four wagers/raises per round, and five wagering rounds ($25 x 4 x 5 = 
$500). 
 
The petitioner requests that poker wagering limits be increased from $25 to $40. The change would 
increase the total amount a player could wager in a poker game, with five rounds per hand, from $500 to 
$800. For example, the maximum wager would occur in poker games which have four wagers/raises per 
round, and five wagering rounds ($40 x 4 x 5 = $800). 
 
For Texas Hold’em games, there are four betting rounds.  Licensees usually offer games with $4/$8 and 
$8/$16 betting structures.  Currently, under typical “house rules”, the standard highest betting structure 
would be $12/$24.   
 1st Round:  Dealt cards: $12 wager, $12 raise, $12 raise, $12 raise = $48 
 2nd Round: Flop:  $12 wager, $12 raise, $12 raise, $12 raise = $48 
 3rd Round: Turn:  $24 wager, $24 raise, $24 raise, $24 raise = $96 
 4th Round: River: $24 wager, $24 raise, $24 raise, $24 raise = $96 
                Texas Hold’em maximum wager:  $48 + $48 + $96 + $96 = $288 
 
Although the $12/$24 scenario is the highest betting structure under typical “house rules”, licensees 
could, in theory, have $25 wagers/raises in each round for a total of $500 ($25 x 4 x 5). 
 
The petitioner is a poker player and is requesting a $40 wager limit. Under his proposal, card rooms could 
offer a $15/$30 or $20/$40 betting structure because they would not be exceeding the $40 betting limit.  
The increase would affect a Texas Hold’em game as follows:   
 1st Round:  Dealt cards: $20 wager, $20 raise, $20 raise, $20 raise = $80 
 2nd Round: Flop:  $20 wager, $20 raise, $20 raise, $20 raise = $ 80 
 3rd Round: Turn:  $40 wager, $40 raise, $40 raise, $40 raise = $160 

 

Rule Up For Final Action 
Proposed Amendment to 

WAC 230-40-120 
Limits on wagers in card games. 



 4th Round: River: $40 wager, $40 raise, $40 raise, $40 raise = $160 
                Texas Hold’em maximum wager:  $80 + $80 + $160 + $160 = $480 
 
The limits at tribal casinos are $500 per wager.  Staff checked with several tribal casinos and were told 
there isn’t a typical betting structure for Texas Hold’em games played at tribal casinos.  Wagering limits 
ranged from $20/$40 to the maximum of $500. 
 
In October 2005, the Commission filed a petition submitted by the Recreational Gaming Association 
requesting poker wagering limits be increased from $25 to $100. The change would have significantly 
raised the stakes in poker games.  For example, a poker player in a game with five wagering rounds, and 
four wagers/raises per wagering round, could bet as much as $2,000 ($100 x 5 x 4).  The Commission 
denied the petitioner’s request at the January 2006, Commission meeting.  See attached excerpts from the 
October 2005, and January 2006, Commission meeting minutes. 
 

Impact of the Proposed Change 
A wager increase would not take additional staff time to regulate. Staff would continue to ensure 
compliance through routine regulatory visits. If licensees exceeded the $40 wager limit, staff would 
follow-up and investigate the matter. 
 

Regulatory Impact 
None. 

Resource Impacts 
Minimal. 

Policy Consideration 
May be perceived as an expansion of gambling.  

Statements Supporting the Proposed Rule Change 
See attached petitions from 82 players. 

 
At the January 2007, Commission meeting: 
John Lowman, licensed distributor representative, testified he thought this would help businesses that 
were struggling.  
George Teeney, house-banked card room licensee representing himself, thought this was a very minimum 
request, compared with the Spokane compact, which has greater increases. 
 
At the February 2007 Commission meeting: 
1) Max Faulkner, Recreational Gaming Association, testified that raising the limit would not create 
professional gamblers, and this would not create felonies.  See attached document titled 
“Arguments about the poker limit petition” Mr. Faulkner handed to staff at the meeting (blue 
paper). 
2) Dolores Chiechi, Recreational Gaming Association, testified in support of the petition. 
3) Gary Murray, Recreational Gaming Association, testified that he feels the increase is going along 
with inflation, and keeping up with the times.  
4) George Teeney testified that operators do not make any more money from increasing the limit. 
5) Chris Keely testified on behalf of himself, and personally likes the higher limit games. 
 

Statements Opposing the Proposed Rule Change 
None. 



Licensees Directly Impacted By the Change 
House-banked card room licensees that offer poker games, Class D, E and F card rooms. 

Staff Recommendation 
This is a policy decision and the Commission should consider whether or not the proposal is consistent 

with the legislative intent expressed in RCW 9.46.010 (attached). 
Proposed Effective Date for Rule Change 

The petitioner requests the change become effective 31 days from filing. 

 



Amendatory Section: 

WAC 230-40-120  Limits on wagers in card games. 

  Social and public card room licensees shall not allow wagering limits set by the 
commission to be exceeded in any card game. The number and value of wagers in card 
games are limited as follows: 
 
Nonhouse-banked card games. 
 
     (1) Poker: 
     (a) There shall be no more than five betting rounds in any one game; 
     (b) The maximum number of wagers in any betting round shall be four, comprised of 
an initial wager plus three raises; and                                                             
     (c) The maximum amount of a single wager shall not exceed ((twenty-five)) forty 
dollars; 
     (2) Games based on achieving a specific number of points - each point shall not 
exceed five cents in value; 
     (3) An ante, except for panguingue (pan), shall not be more than the maximum wager 
allowed for the first betting round for any game. The ante may, by house rule, be made by 
one or more players, but the total ante may not exceed the maximum wager allowed for 
the first betting round. An ante, by house rule, may be used as part of a player's wager; 
     (4) Panguingue (pan) - the maximum value of a chip for a payoff shall not exceed ten 
dollars. An ante will not exceed one chip. Doubling of conditions is prohibited. Players 
going out may collect not more than two chips from each participating player; 
 
House-banked card games. 
 
     (5) Licensees authorized to conduct house-banked card games shall not allow a single 
wager to exceed two hundred dollars; 
     (6) A single wager may be made for each decision made by the player before 
additional cards are dealt or revealed. In addition, for blackjack, an additional wager may 
be placed for doubling down or splitting pairs; and 
     (7) Bonus wagers for house-banked progressive jackpots shall not exceed one dollar. 
Bonus wagers with a predetermined prize amount based upon a separate element of 
chance within the same game shall not exceed the authorized maximum table limits as 
described in subsection (5) of this section. 
 
 









 

ITEM 14 (a) on the March 9, 2007, Commission Meeting Agenda.              Statutory Authority 9.46.070 
 

Who proposed the rule change? 
Craig Singer, Nickels and Dimes, Incorporated. 

Proposed Change 

The petitioner requests that amusement game wagering and prize limitations for regional shopping 
centers, movie theaters, bowling alleys, miniature golf courses, skating facilities, amusement centers, 
restaurants, and department and grocery stores, be increased as follows:  

• Prize limitations from $250 to $600  

• Wagering limits from $.50 to $2 
 
Attachments: 
Memo to the Commission outlining their options for handling the petition. 
Letter notifying Mr. Singer that his petition will be up for filing at the March 9, 2007, meeting.  
Letter dated January 16, 2007, from Nickels and Dimes, Incorporated. 
Petition for Rule Change dated January 15, 2007. 
Proposed amendment to WAC 230-20-685. 
RCW 9.46.010 and RCW 9.46.0201. 
Excerpts from the May 1997 Commission meeting minutes. 
Picture of a Crane Game, Skee-Ball Game and Wackamole Game. 

History of Rule 
 
Amusement games are defined in RCW 9.46.0201 (attached).  Some examples of amusement games are:   

• Crane games (picture attached). 

• Skee-Ball (picture attached). 

• Wackamole (picture attached). 
 
The amusement game prize limits were increased from $100 to $250 in 1997.  In 1997, a petition for rule 
change from an amusement game licensee was filed by the Commission.  The petitioner requested 
wagering limits for amusement games be increased from $.50 to $1 and prize limits be increased from 
$100 to $500.  The Commission was concerned about increasing wagering limits because minors were 
allowed to play.  The Commission amended and adopted the petition to keep wagering limits at $.50, but 
agreed to increase prize limits to $250. See attached minutes from the May 1997 Commission meeting. 
 
Currently, there are only restrictions on the amusement game wagering and prize limits when they are 
operated at regional shopping centers, movie theaters, bowling alleys, miniature golf courses, skating 
facilities, amusement centers, restaurants, and department and grocery stores.  Typically, these are crane 

 

Rule Up For Discussion and Possible Filing 
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WAC 230-20-685 
Commercial amusement games—Wager and prize limitations. 



games (see attached picture).  The current wagering limits for these locations are $.50.  The maximum 
cost for prizes offered at these locations is $250.   
 
Amusement games operated at other authorized locations have no restrictions on the wagering and prize 
limits. These locations include seasonal events, such as agricultural fairs and amusement parks, and 
locations where minors are not allowed, such as establishments with a liquor license.  
 

Impact of the Proposed Change 
Most amusement game activities that have wager and prize limits occur at places where there is no 
supervision and minors have access to play.  This petition would be a significant increase in the cost per 
play and prizes in areas with uncontrolled environments and require the agency to increase its regulatory 
program for amusement game.  In contrast, the maximum cost for a pull tab is $1.  They are operated in a 
more controlled environment and are highly regulated. 
   
The petitioner states in their letter dated January 16, 2007, that customers have requested higher end 
prizes.  The petitioner did not state what these “higher end prizes” are or what amusement games they 
anticipate increasing wager and prize limits on. 
 

Regulatory Concerns 
Additional resources would be needed to respond to complaints.  No more revenue would be generated to 

fund the additional needed regulatory oversight and we don’t anticipate the ability to devote resources 
from other regulatory programs to monitor amusement games and follow up on higher number of 

complaints. 
Resource Impacts 

Currently, minimal regulatory resources are used to monitor amusement games.  An increase in wagering 
limits and prizes will increase the needed regulatory oversight and resources.  

Policy Consideration 
May be perceived as an expansion of gambling.   As proposed, it would offer higher wager limit games in 

an uncontrolled environment where minors spend money on this activity. 
Statements Supporting the Proposed Rule Change 

None. 
Statements Opposing the Proposed Rule Change 

None. 
Licensees Directly Impacted By the Change 

Amusement game operators. 
Staff Recommendation 

The Commission should consider whether or not the proposal is consistent with the legislative intent 
expressed in RCW 9.46.010 (attached), whether the increase to $2 wagering limits is still “entertainment” 
as referred to in RCW 9.46.0201 (attached), and the need for additional devotion of agency resources if 

this passes. 
Proposed Effective Date for Rule Change 

The petitioner did not indicate an effective date. 

 



WAC (2/22/07 9:15 AM) [ 1 ]  

 
Amendatory Section: 
 
 WAC 230-20-685  Commercial amusement games--Wager and prize limitations.   
 
For locations authorized under WAC 230-04-138 (1)(g), (i), (j), or (k) where school-aged minors 
are allowed to play, the following limitations shall apply. 
 (1) Prize limitations.  No prize offered shall exceed a cost to the operator of ((two-
hundred fifty)) six hundred dollars. 
 (2) Consideration.  The maximum wager for play shall not exceed ((fifty cents)) two 
dollars. 







 

ITEM 15 (a) on the March 9, 2007, Commission Meeting Agenda.                 Statutory Authority 9.46.070 
 

Who proposed the rule change? 
Cynthia Paul and Roger Snow, Shuffle Master, Inc. 

Proposed Change 
Currently, no more than two separate games can be played with a single hand of cards (WAC 230-40-010 
(1)(f)).   
 
The petitioner requests that subsection (1)(f) be repealed.  This would allow an unlimited number of 
games to be played with a single hand of cards.   
 
The petitioner states in their letter that they would like to add a progressive jackpot component 
(considered a separate game) to Three Card Poker.  Three Card Poker currently offers two games within a 
hand. 
 
The petitioner states allowing an additional bet would provide more revenue for the state and would 
potentially increase play at card rooms. 
 
Attachments: 
Memo to the Commission outlining their options for handling the petition. 
Letter notifying Roger Snow that the petition will be up for filing at the March 9, 2007, meeting.  
Petition for Rule Change received January 22, 2007. 
Proposed amendment to WAC 230-40-010. 
Letter from Shuffle Master dated February 8, 2007, and 8 letters supporting the petition. 

History of Rule 
In May 2000, permanent house-banked card room rules were adopted limiting the number of games that 
could be played within a single hand of cards at two.  At that time, the two game limit was chosen: 
1) Because no card games being played offered more than two games within a single hand of cards;  
2) To control the number of separate wagers in each hand. 
 
Currently tribal casinos are not limited on the number of games that can be played within a single hand of 
cards.  The new version of Three Card Poker with a progressive jackpot is not currently on the list of 
approved card games for use by tribal casinos.   

Impact of the Proposed Change 
The petitioner states allowing an additional bet would provide more revenue for the state.  Staff is unclear 
how this change would generate more revenue for the state. 
 
The change will increase the number of wagers and payouts for card games.  This would increase the total 
amount a player could wager per hand, thus, circumventing wagering limits on card games.   
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Regulatory Concerns 
Allowing an unlimited number of games to be played within a single hand of cards will increase our 
regulatory concerns and increase the agency’s workload because of more complicated wagering and 
payout structures. 
 
Increasing complexity of games and additional wagering options may make it more difficult to detect 
cheating and makes it harder for players to understand the betting and payout structures. 
 
It may increase staff time investigating cheating allegations, processing administrative actions, and 
reviewing and approving new games. 
  
Staff regulating tribal casinos also cited regulatory concerns that unlimited number of games within a 
single hand of cards could be used circumvent wagering limits.  

Resource Impacts 
Field agents will need additional training to learn new games which offer more than two games within a 
single hand of cards to ensure games are operated properly.  
 
Additional staff time will be needed to review and approve new games that offer more than two games 
within a single hand of cards. 
 
Additional staff time may be needed to review and approve new service suppler and manufacturer license 
applications. 

Policy Consideration 
May be perceived as an expansion of gambling because the number of wagers and payouts would be 

increased. 
Statements Supporting the Proposed Rule Change 

None. 
Statements Opposing the Proposed Rule Change 

None. 
Licensees Directly Impacted By the Change 

Manufacturers and service suppliers of house-banked card games, and house-banked card room licensees. 
Staff Recommendation 

Deny the petition because it would allow an unlimited number of games to be played with a single hand 
of cards and it circumvents wagering limits on card games. 

Proposed Effective Date for Rule Change 
The petitioner requests that the change become effective 31 days from filing. 

 



  

 
Amendatory Section:   
 
WAC 230-40-010  Social card games--Rules of play--Types of card games authorized.  
Social card games shall be played using rules and procedures as set forth in this section.  Only 
card games that have been specifically authorized are allowed to be played in public or social 
card rooms.  
Rules of play for all card games.  
 (1) Social card games shall be played in the following manner: 
 (a) The game must be played with one or more standard decks of playing cards or with 
approved electronic card facsimiles which meet the requirements of WAC 230-40-070 (1)(c):  
Provided, That cards may be removed to comply with rules of a specific game, such as pinochle; 
 (b) Players shall compete against all other players on an equal basis for nonhouse-banked 
games or against the licensee for house-banked games; 
 (c) Each player shall receive their own hand of cards and be responsible for decisions 
regarding such hand, such as whether to fold, discard, draw additional cards, or raise the wager; 
 (d) Players shall not place wagers on any other player's or the house's hand and no side 
bets between players are allowed:  Provided, That the following shall not be in violation of this 
section: 
 (i) An insurance bet placed in the game of blackjack; 
 (ii) A tip wager made on behalf of a dealer; or 
 (iii) "Envy" provisions which allow a player to receive a prize if another player wins a 
jackpot or odds wager; 
 (e) A player's win or loss shall be determined during the course of play of a single card 
game ((; and 
 (f) No more than two separate games shall be played with a single hand of cards.  For 
purposes of this section, bonus features and progressive jackpots are considered a game:  
Provided, That bonus features that allow a player to receive an additional prize if another player 
achieves a specific hand, such as "envy" or "share the wealth" features, shall not be considered a 
separate game if the player does not have to place a separate wager to participate)).  
Nonhouse-banked card games authorized.  
 (2) Nonhouse-banked card games shall only be played in the manner set forth in The New 
Complete Hoyle, Revised, Hoyle's Modern Encyclopedia of Card Games, or a similar 
authoritative book on card games approved by the director:  Provided, That each licensee may 
make immaterial modifications to each authorized game set out in Hoyle.  The following 
nonhouse-banked card games are authorized: 
 (a) Poker; 
 (b) Hearts; 
 (c) Pinochle; 
 (d) Cribbage; 
 (e) Rummy; 
 (f) Panguingue (Pan); 
 (g) Pitch; 
 (h) Bid Whist; 
 (i) Other games or modifications to approved games may be approved by the director, or 



  

the director's designee, on a case-by-case basis.  Requests for approval of a game must be 
submitted in writing, and include the rules of play and all wagering schemes.  
House-banked card games authorized.  
 (3) House-banked card games shall be approved by the director, or the director's 
designee, on a case-by-case basis.  Request for approval of a house-banked card game must be 
submitted in writing, including the rules of play and all wagering schemes.  A list of all approved 
games, modifications to games, and rules of play shall be available at all commission offices.  
The director may approve games in which the determination of whether a player wins or loses 
depends upon one or more of the following: 
 (a) The player's hand is a specific: 
 (i) Pattern or ranking of cards (pair, straight, flush, royal flush, etc.); 
 (ii) Combination of cards (two queens of hearts, ace and jack of spades, three sevens, 
etc.); or 
 (iii) Value of the cards (seventeen, twenty-one, etc.); and/or 
 (b) The player has a higher ranking or value hand than the house/dealer/banker.  
Removing an approved game from play.  
 (4) Once a game is approved for play, the director shall not remove it from the authorized 
list of games without providing licensees written notice.  Licensees shall be afforded an 
opportunity to object to the director's decision.  If an objection is filed, an administrative law 
judge shall review the director's decision utilizing the brief adjudicative procedures set forth in 
WAC 230-50-010.  
Procedures for when a proposed game is denied.  
 (5) The licensee shall be notified in writing when the director denies a request for a new 
game or modification of a game.  The notification shall include reasons for the denial and 
provide the petitioner all information necessary for a formal petition to the commission for rule 
making, amendments, or repeal, as set forth in WAC 230-50-800. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 9.46.070.  03-20-009 (Order 424), § 230-40-010, filed 9/18/03, 
effective 1/1/04; 01-15-054 (Order 405), § 230-40-010, filed 7/13/01, effective 1/1/02; 00-09-
052 (Order 383), § 230-40-010, filed 4/14/00, effective 5/15/00; 99-13-103 (Order 373), § 230-
40-010, filed 6/15/99, effective 8/1/99.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 9.46.0281, 9.46.070 (1), (2), 
(14) and (20).  96-11-073, § 230-40-010, filed 5/13/96, effective 7/1/96.  Statutory Authority:  
RCW 9.46.070.  94-13-098 (Order 252), § 230-40-010, filed 6/15/94, effective 7/16/94.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 34.05.220(4), [34.05].230 and 9.46.070 (11) and (14).  90-05-032 
(Order 205), § 230-40-010, filed 2/14/90, effective 3/17/90.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 
9.46.070.  88-19-038 (Order 183), § 230-40-010, filed 9/13/88.  Statutory Authority:  Chapter 
9.46 RCW.  86-19-056 (Order 161), § 230-40-010, filed 9/15/86.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 
9.46.070(11).  82-23-050 (Order 125), § 230-40-010, filed 11/15/82.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 
9.46.070(10) (see RCW 9.46.020(20)).  80-09-067 (Order 103), § 230-40-010, filed 7/17/80; 
Order 78, § 230-40-010, filed 11/17/77; Order 67, § 230-40-010, filed 3/11/77; Order 40, § 230-
40-010, filed 6/26/75; Order 23, § 230-40-010, filed 9/23/74.] 
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